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 It has been 4 years since the lights have 

shined on the blue jerseys of our Banner County 

football players; starting September 3rd they will 

take the field again. The football team, which is 

coached by Head Coach Charles Jones and Assistant 

Coach Todd Wenger, are chomping at the bit to be 

able to play for our own colors again. Both Coach 

Jones and Coach Wenger have an impressive track 

record in the game of football, Coach Jones has 

been coaching high school football for 24 years and Coach Wenger played for 

Chadron State College, which is a D2 level school.  

 The team has been practicing hard in preparation for this season as 

there are only seven players so there will not be a lot of downtime in the 

games. On the team this season are four freshmen: Jacob Parsons, Nathan 

Clement, Wyatt Reichenburg, and Adam Knaub. Alongside them are the two 

sophomores; Kelton Conn and Noah Yetter. Last, but not least, the team’s most 

experienced player Alex Rundell, who is a junior this season. 

 I asked Alex about what he was most excited for this season and he re-

sponded by saying, “I'm excited to see the younger people [the freshmen and 

sophomore players] learn what it's like to actually play high school football. I 

know people like Kelton and Noah have played in Dal-

ton, but it will be a whole different mindset playing six 

man and having Mr. Jones as our head coach.” When 

asked about what the connection between bringing 

football back and community pride is he said, “I think it 

will make a huge difference for school pride. Now we’re 

not wearing a different team’s colors and having to go 

as far to play for another school’s team. We’re actually 

going to be able to have home football games where 

the community can come out to support us.”   

Continued on page 2... 

High School Football Returns to Banner County 
by Kelton Conn 
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Continued from page 1... 

 Bringing back football in the midst of the Corona-

virus pandemic is a little tricky, as there are a couple new 

regulations set in place. Players will have to be masked 

on the sidelines, and each district will have to release 

safety guidelines for the fans prior to the games. Banner 

County is determined to finish this football season, no 

matter what needs to be done. I asked Coach Jones what 

his expectations were for the 2020-2021 season and he responded with, “My expectations for 

the 2020 season is for us to be competitive in all of our games, trying to win all of our games, 

and being able to finish what we started.” It is safe to say that all of the players feel the same 

way as well.  

 Of course, every team has its advantages and dis-

advantages. I asked Coach Jones what he thought his 

team’s biggest disadvantage was for this season: 

“Inexperience. We have 7 kids and 6 of them have played 

very little varsity football.” With a large number of fresh-

man players on the team inexperience needs to be 

worked on. When asked how he planned on overcoming 

the inexperience he responded by saying, “Get better 

each day, improve things that we do in games and in 

practice.” These disadvantages won’t hold us back because there are advantages to our young 

team as well.  When asked what the team’s biggest advantage was Coach Jones showed no 

hesitation with his answer, “Right now, it's our work ethic. Our kids are working very hard and 

they pick up things very fast, that's definitely one of our advantages.”  

 There definitely is a lot of excitement and buzz around the topic of BCS bringing back 

football, and Coach Jones feels very passionately about this sport. “I can't even describe how 

excited I am. It's been 4 years since we’ve had a team here and it's going to be great for our 

kids and our community to have football here at Banner County.” This year will definitely be a 

great starting point for future seasons, 

allowing younger students to view our 

sport in a prideful way. Good luck Wild-

cats on your football season! 
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Cross Country is Here and We’re Ready to Cheer! 
      By Riann Morton 

 The cross country season has arrived! We’re excited to hear that our eight swift members 

are ready to get out there and show the competition what the Banner County Wildcats are really 

made of! The cross country team consists of Kathryn Blankenship, Aubrey Clement, Lily Teeple, 

Cheyanne Knisley, Makyla Mason, Nathaniel McGowan, Logan Mason, and Gabriel Teeple. Under 

the guidance of coach Kari Gifford, an active runner herself who has done 5Ks, half marathons, and 

full marathons, this team is sure to strive for their greatest season yet. Coach Gifford has coached 

cross country for 12 years, and is ready for even more. 

Mrs. Gifford has stated that her goal for the cross coun-

try team is “for every athlete to improve.” They hope to 

improve their timing, conditioning, physical and mental 

strength, and of course stay hydrated and healthy 

throughout the entire season. One of the most experi-

enced runners on the team, Cheyanne Knisley, will help 

lead the team by giving extra guidance to the younger 

runners. Cheyanne hopes for the team to make it to 

state. We wish the best of luck to our wildcat runners 

for another successful season.  

How well do you know Banner County’s School Song? Let’s try to relearn the 

school song to help spread school pride at our school activities.  

Three cheers for ole Harrisburg High 

Our teams are fighting never say die 

Send a hearty cheer on high 

Shake down the thunder from the sky 

Whether the odds be great or small 

Ole Harrisburg High will win overall 

As our loyal teams go marching 

Onward to victory; rah rah! 
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The Importance of Face Masks 
By Wyatt Onstott 

 Have you heard about the newest accessory every student is wearing? Perhaps these 

thoughts have crossed your mind recently. These masks are so annoying! I can’t breathe. My glass-

es keep fogging up! What is their purpose?  I’m here to tell you why students and staff are wearing 

masks, and how they are beneficial to everyone at the school. 

 Here is a scenario for you. Say a student next to you starts coughing and wheezing badly. 

You have your mask on and the next day that same student is sent home because they tested posi-

tive for COVID-19.  Health officials will ask the teacher where the sick student was sitting and if the 

person next to them wore a mask, or was 6 feet apart. Since you had your mask on you won’t have 

to go back to online learning. Honestly, is that too big of a price to pay so you don’t go home for 

at least 2 weeks and still be expected to keep up with your peers in classwork.  

 People may come up with so many reasons as to not wear a face mask during this time. Un-

fortunately, all of those reasons often overshadow the biggest benefit of enduring a face mask 

every day.  It’s important to remind yourself of this every day when you are contemplating masking 

up when you are about to leave your home —you are doing this to keep everyone safe.   

 Besides the safety benefit of wearing a face mask, masks can come in some unique designs. 

Why not have fun with your mask materials? Think of it as another way to express your own unique 

style.  Check out the pictures below to see some of the styles making their debut at BCS. 

Be sure to check out our survey results about face masks on page 5. 
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By David Selves 

 The Optional Enrichment Friday program is based off of 

the concept from the 1989 film Field of Dreams, ”if you build it, 

they will come.” The program is intended to increase learning in 

science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics. It also 

allows students and parents to become more engaged with the 

school and its activities. OEF has returned with a few minor ad-

justments to adapt to the changing times.  Each month, the 

Scratching Post plans to highlight a few of the sessions that 

have taken place over the last month. Here are a few highlights 

from August.  
A session available to students in fourth grade and up is the Wildcat Hills Hike with Miss   

Bohac and Mrs. Hilbert. Along the hike, hikers got to see a variety of plants and animals such as tur-

keys, rabbits, cacti, flowers and so much more.  They got to learn about the wildlife, hiking safety, 

all while enjoying the beautiful sights along their 4.2 mile-long 

hike. 

 Another example of an OEF session is origami, the art of 

paper folding. Origami involves a lot of geometry. In this ses-

sion, you can learn how to make things such as origami tulips, a 

fox, deer, lanterns, and more. Fun fact: you cannot fold a paper 

in half more than 8 times. If you don’t believe me, try it for your-

self. 
 

Be considerate of others please, and make 

sure to sanitize and practice social distancing. 

We asked students in 

grades 5-12 in addition 

to staff members what 

their preferred type of 

face mask to wear was. 

Check out the results! 

Gaiter 

N95 

Cloth Face Mask 

Paper / Surgical Mask 

Face Shield 
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Meet the newest students joining the 
Scratching Post this school year. 

Sophomores - 

Kelton Conn        Wyatt Onstott 
Juniors - 

Kairyn Miller      Riann Morton        David Selves 

New bus drivers 
 

Thank you for all of your hard work on this and  upcoming newsletters. 

New Faces at BCS 
By Kairyn Miller and Wyatt Onstott 

 A new staff member we’re welcoming to BCS is Colby 

Risseeuw. Colby drives the Kimball bus route and also works as a 

member of the custodial and maintenance team at the school. He 

graduated from Chadron State University, and now lives nearby in 

Kimball. Colby enjoys working on cars and especially fishing. 

When asked about his interest in working at the school he stated 

that he was interested in the new experience. Colby enjoys work-

ing at BCS because of the friendly environment. 

  

 Another new bus driver at Banner County is Matt Rundell. 

Matt is the husband of the head cook, Kelly Rundell, and proud fa-

ther of Alex - # 80 on the football team and Courtney – a recent 

graduate of BCS. The main reason he decided to become a school 

bus driver was because he wanted to take part in the community as 

much as he can. Matt also enjoys watch-

ing the new generation's football games, 

farming, ranching, and being involved 

with other school activities. 
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
September 14, 2020 
 
Awards and Recognitions  
President Johnson commended the following students and staff: 

-Cheyanne Knisley for completing her BNA course and passing her certification.  She is now a Certified Nurse Assistant.  
-The students and staff for their diligence and care following the cleaning, masking, and social distancing guidelines....WE ARE STILL IN 
SCHOOL and still able to compete and participate in our activities!!! 
Motions passed:  
Adopt Budget, Fiscal Year 2020-2021 
Adopt the following Budget for Fiscal Year 2020-2021: General Fund Budget: $4,691,568, Taxes:   $2,746,977; Depreciation Fund Budg-
et: $537,348; Employee Benefit Fund Budget: $107,559; Activities Fund Budget: $76,925; School Nutrition Fund Budget: $151,700; 
Special Building Fund Budget: $425,710, Taxes: $50,505; TOTAL BUDGET: $5,918,810. TAX LEVY for General Fund: 0.901, Special Build-
ing Fund: 0.017; and UNUSED BUDGET AUTHORITY: $0. Passed with a motion by Douglas Olsen and a second by Bret Jeffries. 
Approve Tax Request Resolution, Fiscal Year 2020-2021 
Approve the District's Tax Request for the 2020-2021 school fiscal year: the General Fund is set at $2,746,977 and the Tax Request for 
the Special Building Fund is set at $50,505, causing the tax rate to be $.918 per $100 of assessed value. Passed with a motion by Bret 
Jeffries and a second by Douglas Olsen. 

Complete Minutes of all BOE meetings can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

The Nebraska Strong Recovery Project is a mental health outreach program. Outreach workers and 
hotlines provide community-based counseling and identify unmet needs during the COVID-19     

pandemic. Get the FREE and CONFIDENTIAL help you need.  
 

You are not alone...call the hotlines! 
Nebraska Rural Response Hotline      Nebraska Family Helpline 

           1-800-464-0258                                                                             1-888-866-8660 

73%

12%

16%

Distribution of General Budget

Student Facility Office/Admin

Total Operating Budget $4,619,568 

Certified Staff $1,455,766 

Classified Staff $680,146 

Salary & Benefits Returned to County $2,135,912 

Percentage of General Budget to Residents 46.24% 

Almost 50% of our Operating Budget goes directly back to       
Banner County residents and families in salaries and benefits.  

School District Tax Request 

Minatare $1.058 

Morrill $1.102 

Gering $1.299 

Mitchell $1.018 

Scottsbluff $1.315 

Kimball $1.050 

Bayard $1.109 

Bridgeport $1.144 

2019-2020 

Operating Budget 
202-2021 

Operating Budget 

 
% Change 

$4,461,534 $4,619,568 3.5% 

Some 
Budget 
Trivia 

Our Tax Levy Request (per $100 valuation)  
is 15¢ - 40¢ lower than our neighboring      
districts (based on last year’s data).  

Our 20-21 Budget increase is in line with the 10-Year average for 
school districts in Nebraska at 3.5% 

73% of our Budget goes 
directly to student  

instruction and program. 
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